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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Thi s s i t e has been p laced i n the ERRIS da ta base as a r e s u l t o f i t s 
s e l e c t i o n f o r e v a l u a t i o n d u r i n g the f e d e r a l l y funded S u r f a c e Impoundment 
Assessment (SIA) s tudy o f 1980. Dur ing ERRIS p lacemen t , the o p e r a t o r 
name and b u s i n e s s address were u t i l i z e d from S I A , which r e s u l t s i n 
d e v i a t i o n s f rom ERRIS f o r a c t u a l s i t e l o c a t i o n , P a r t I, S e c t i o n I I , 
i t ems 02 th rough 08 o f Form 2070 .12 . T h i s use o f o p e r a t o r name and 
address has a l s o l e d to one (1) ERRIS l i s t i n g r e p r e s e n t i n g , i n a c t u a l i t y , 
f rom one (1) to one hundred e i g h t (108) a c t u a l b r i n e p i t s a t an equal 
number o f sepa ra te l o c a t i o n s . 

Some c o n s i d e r a b l e e f f o r t has been expended to s e l e c t the s i t e w i t h 
h i g h e s t , Phase II S I A , p o l 1 u t i o n p o t e n t i a l where m u l t i p l e s i t e s a re 
r ep resen ted by a s i n g l e ERRIS l i s t i n g - One must keep i n mind t h a t 
the Phase II SIA r e p r e s e n t s no more than 7 pe rcen t o f the b r i n e p i t s 
i d e n t i f i e d i n 111 i n o i s . Phase I i d e n t i f i e d more than 3200 p i t s where 
Phase II e v a l u a t e d a random s e l e c t i o n o f l e s s than 220. One must a l so 
m a i n t a i n a r e a l i z a t i o n tha t Phase II p o l 1 u t i o n p o t e n t i a l was de te rmined 
by bench top s tudy w i th 1 i t t i e o r no a c t u a l s i t e v i s i t a t i o n o r 
m o n i t o r i n g . 

Min imal to no f i l e i n f o r m a t i o n e x i s t s on t h i s s i t e beyond t h a t c o n t a i n e d 
i n Phase I o f the SIA. There i s no d i r e c t ev idence o f hazardous waste 
d i s p o s a l a t t h i s s i t e beyond the p o t e n t i a l l y hazardous c o n s t i t u e n t s 
o f 1 1 1 i n o i s Bas in b r i n e s , but w i t h o n l y annual i n s p e c t i o n s by I l l i n o i s 
Mines and M i n e r a l s s t a f f r e l e v a n t to o i l p r o d u c t i o n p r a c t i c e s and recen t 
b a c k f i 11 ing o f most b r i n e p i t s i n I l l i n o i s , d i s p o s a l o f o f f - s i t e m a t e r i a l 
o f unknown nature i s p o s s i b l e . A 1 i t e r a t u r e rev i ew and l a b o r a t o r y 
a n a l y s i s o f samples from s e v e r a l o t he r s i t e s i n d i c a t e concern f o r 
con tam ina t i on o f g r o u n d w a t e r / s u r f a c e water by sod ium, s u l f a t e , c h l o r i d e , 
e t c . (non-hazardous c o n s t i t u e n t s ) , concern f o r heavy me ta l s ( i . e . , 
chrome, vanadium, bar ium) and l o n g cha in hyd roca rbons . 

A q u e s t i o n a r i s e s as to the a d d r e s s a b i l i t y o f the heavy me ta l s by CERCLA 
when one c o n s i d e r s 40 CFR, S e c t i o n 300.6 " D e f i n i t i o n s - F e d e r a l l y 
P e n n i t t e d Re lease ( i ) " and S e c t i o n 101(10) o f CERCLA. The s ta tement 
"and which are r e i n j e c t e d " seems to a l low CERCLA a c t i o n , but i n t e r p r e ­
t a t i o n and c l a r i f i c a t i o n by USEPA l e g a l s t a f f seems r e q u i r e d . The 
long cha in hydrocarbons would appear to be i n c l u d e d i n the e x c l u s i o n 
g i ven to crude o i l and f r a c t i o n s t h e r e o f under 40 CFR, S e c t i o n 300.6 
" D e f i n i t i o n s - Hazardous Subs tance " and 101(14) o f CERCLA. 

A low p r i o r i t y has been a s s i g n e d due to the p robab le i n a b i l i t y o f CERCLA 
to address^ b r i n e was te . S i m i l a r s i t e s have impacted p r i v a t e and 
mun i c i pa l w e l l s to a p o i n t r e q u i r i n g users to seek a l t e r n a t i v e sources 
f o r d r i n k i n g wa te r . A s i t e i n s p e c t i o n shou ld be schedu led to v e r i f y / 
update owner -ope ra to r i n f o r m a t i o n and ga in more thorough s i t e s p e c i f i c 
i n f o r m a t i o n , i f , and when, the a d d r e s s a b i l i t y o f b r i n e damage by CERCLA 
has been c l a r i f i e d . 
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